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Summit Gem Newsletter April 2008 

 Summit Lapidary Club, 244 Chestnut Blvd., Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221 
Phone (330) - 929- 3798 www.LapidaryClubofOhio.org 

Board Members: Pres. - Dave Macseoinin,  V.Pres. - Wayne Jessup, 
Treasurer - Tom McLaughlin, Secretary - Laura Thomas, Trustees - Carl Miller, Mari-Takai 

Manley, Bob Spore and David Rich, Newsletter Editor- Pat Powers 440-237-6170 
SLCnewsletter@AOL.com or 18270 Buccaneer, North Royalton, Ohio 44133 

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

To afford the opportunity to share interest in lapidary knowledge and working techniques 
 

Meeting:  April 1st at 7:30PM 
Program: Audio-Visual Presentation from the 

History Channel on Diamonds 
Hosts: Pot Luck 

 
Membership: 130 members 

        Dues: Joining fee $25 then $4 per month 

President’s Message - by Dave Macseoinin  

Here it is April and the Gemboree is just around the corner and we seem to be in a comfortable 
place.  Tim and Bob have been tumbling their hearts out.  Evelyn has been doing all the printing to 
help promotion, but we still have some more things to do.  

As I mentioned in my last message, all of our members are ambassadors of the club.  Here is what 
I mean…Many of the people coming through the doors do not know this is a club sponsored show.  
That's where we speak up.  Even the new members can brag about the different things that they 
have learned in just a few short months since they joined.  Also we can brag about the classes that 
we have on the schedule and others that are in the planning… like Shirley's class on lampwork 
beads and Art Andrews chain making. 

And there is so much more that you can talk about what our club offers. This is where you can 
direct patrons to our demonstration area.  Oh, what they can learn!  We will have information about 
the club to be passed out.  As always, have fun at your different duties but save time for 
SHOPPING!  

March 4, 2008 Meeting Minutes - Respectfully submitted by Laura Thomas 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:32 PM by President Dave Mac. 
Visitors tonight R.Wagner + In-Laws Pat + Clyde, Scott 
Treasurer –Warren sitting in; gave the state of the bank account.  
Secretary: meeting notes are in the Newsletter, typed and handed out. 
Geo Juniors Report- Field trip to Natural History Museum, future trips to KSU to talk with geologists 
there.  Kids really want to go to Sober Sand + Gravel – speak to Eric DeMan on this.  Kids also 
made earrings + bracelets to donate to the Victims Assistance Board Report – No Board Meeting-
snowed in! 
Sunshine: Mari – in the newsletter.  Carl Fry, back at nursing home. Grace Babak, back home, 
hanging in there, appreciates all the cards + well wishes.  Bob Franks, doing ok after last treatment 
– he’s no longer radioactive-has 10 more checkups to go. 
Library, Mari: (3) DVD’s on gold, copper and diamond mining, ready to be checked out. 
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Newsletter Pat (Via Bob) : AFMS Contest submission done. 
Education Dave Mac. Soapstone Carving 4/5, Casting Workshop 4/4+4/5, Beginning Faceting 
3/29+3/30, Polymer Clay Dragons with Mari 3/15 
Trips – looking at Rockhound Seminar MGAGS – in Grand Rapids, MI this year. 
Gemboree Warren: Sign up sheets are out.   Need some Chairmen for some committees. 
Unfinished Business – Victims Assistance donations of created jewelry has been extended to Mid-
March, see Mari. 
No speaker tonight – video on Thundereggs. 
CONGRATULATIONS!! To Mari – on obtaining her American Citizenship!!! 
Meeting adjourned 7:46pm. 
 

April April April
Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30
Board Meeting 

7:30PM

Gem Mine 
rock bagging 

9:15AM

Gemboree 
setup

Gemboree 
Show

Gemboree 
Show and tear 

down

SLC Meeting 
7:30PM

Taxes due!

Casting class
Casting class 
Soap Stone 

carving

 
Sign up sheets for SLC Classes are posted at the club.  Class instruction by SLC members is free.  
There may be a fee for supplies. 
 
Gemboree Report - by Warren Salchak 
 
Okay folks, the time is almost here!  Are you ready?  The dealers are all filled, the post cards have 
been mailed, and flyers sent out to schools and libraries. The tables will be set up for us (yeah! ) we 
might have to move them a little bit, but nothing like setting up a hundred some tables. 
 
We had about 20 folks come to put on labels on postcards and about the same for our general 
meeting. Thanks for your help and interest. 
 
I recently spoke with Susan Barnett.  She has plenty of display cases to fill, so PLEASE take this 
opportunity to show some of the SPECIAL things you've made.  Remember, you made it or you 
own something that is special to you and that's what makes you so unique. 
 
We'll be bagging rocks on April 19th about 9:15 AM.  It takes about 40 minutes.  Come join in, meet 
another club member, and later there will even be donuts and coffee.  
 
Tom and I will have presale tickets for $3.00. You must work the show in order to get in free and to 
be eligible to take trips. This is our only way to raise funds, to pay the electric, heat, taxes etc.  Did 
you know a diamond wheel cost about $200.00?  And the big saw blades cost $600.  
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We don't ask you to sell raffle tickets or pay additional money for club dues. If we have an excess of 
funds from our show we can put it towards a trip.  We’re one of the few clubs that offer free classes, 
own our building, and equipment.  We even have a Geode Junior club that was started with the 
hope of continuing and encouraging the next generation to enjoy our rock hobby and lapidary art. 
  
A new item for sale at the Gemboree is our club book on Lapidary Arts and techniques; best 
explained as a “How to’s” book for our hobby.  We had this booklet made up, taped and bound 
in hopes of selling it to our club members and the folks at the show.  The book is priced at $5.00.  
 

If anyone has questions or concerns feel free to call me at 330-928-0181or e-mail 
lapidary1@neo.rr.com otherwise, I look forward to seeing you at the April meeting or on April 
19th to bag rocks, or at 9:00 AM at Emidio's on the 25th.  Thanks for all your efforts and support! 
 
Display Cases - by Sue Barnett 
 
The Gemboree display cases are the best thing at the show, as far as I am concerned and I 
always need more members to agree to put in a case for the show.  Time is running out quickly 
and I need your help filling these very important pieces of our show.  For you newer members, 
who may not know what "doing a display case" is all about, it is all about telling the public who 
we are and what we can do.   
  
Also, we need students of our club classes to display what they have made, in the club's novice 
case.  If you would please give your work to either Warren Salchak during set-up or to me, Sue 
Barnett, at any club meeting, we can get these works of art displayed.  I will need you to have 
your work in a zip lock bag or container with a brief description of the item and your name so we 
know who the work belongs to after the show.  So, please step up and volunteer to do a display 
case.  Contact me at 330-928-1102.  Thanks!  
 
 
Reticulation Notes  Copyright © Charles Lewton-Brain 1997 – article submitted by 
Wayne Jessup 
 
Reticulation produces lovely textured surfaces that appear very 'natural' and can be controlled to 
produce specific patterns with practice. Used extensively by craft and art jewelers in the 1960's 
and early 70's in North America, it lost fashionability in the 80's. It provides textured sheet metal 
that can be used as a component part of an object.  
 
You can fuse a surface to get texture but this is not true reticulation and is termed 'vermiculation'. 
True reticulation works best when you have a lower melting core and higher melting exterior, 
then you heat it to the point that the core starts to be mobile and the pressure of the torch flame 
(I like to glance it at about 30-45 degrees angle to the surface) across the surface which causes 
the exterior shell to buckle and move, just like the mountains on the earth, paint drying in a can, 
the skin on burnt milk in a pan. It can be very well controlled; really amazing conscious patterns 
are available if you practice a lot. Torch type, angle to surface, distance from surface, tempera-
ture, movement pattern, movement speed all have a bearing on your results.  
  
You have to be careful about heating the top exterior to the point that it alloys with the core then 
things smooth out where this has occurred. Usually such alloying happens if you hold the torch 
flame still too long. In general, keep your flame moving at all times.  
 
Resists -  It is possible to use resists to the reticulation-that is, to have areas that do not 
reticulate thus providing you with pattern development options. You can use white-out, paint it 
onto the surface and then heat to reticulate. Where the white out is stays smooth-everywhere 
else reticulates. (if you use solvent based white out then let it dry for 15 minutes or so to 
evaporate all traces of the solvent before heating it) Another way of resisting the reticulation in 
specific places for pattern development is that one can place smooth pieces of steel under the 
spots you want the surface to be smooth; they act like heat sinks and prevent the reticulation 
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where they are in contact with the sheet. 
  
Forming -  Reticulation silver is rather brittle and does not like to be formed after you have 
reticulated it-so you need to do most forming first. If you are reticulating a three dimensional 
object that you have formed already then back it with casting investment so it does not collapse 
when you are reticulating it.  The heat sink and refractive nature of the investment also helps 
prevent your burning through. A note on soldering reticulation silver; it solders fine where you 
have just filed or scraped a seam but soldering onto the surface can be problematic and solder 
spills tend to lump up on it.  Make sure your seams are tight and clean and well fluxed and if 
possible, solder your reticulation sheet into frames or onto your jewelry piece from behind so as 
to hide any potential spills.  
  
Materials -  Best to use is 800.200 silver, commonly sold as coin silver at your local coin shop.  
Just roll out your coin to .5 or .8mm or even 1 mm, heat and pickle the sheet to prepare your 
surface and begin to reticulate. You can also alloy your own reticulation alloy: 8 parts Ag, 2 parts 
Copper.  Melt the copper first, as always use a reducing flame, roll your metal out into foil that 
you coil up to reduce the melting time required and preheat your crucible a long long time so you 
don't waste time heating the crucible when you should be melting. Some gold alloys work and 
brass too can be reticulated. 
  
Count on practicing-learn on the silver first and then try it on the gold. In silver you depletion 
silver the sheet for a while 5-8 times heating and pickling until the surface shows dead white 
while heating and before pickling. This creates the external higher melting 'shell'. I brass brush 
the surface with soapy water and rinse well in between all heating and pickling steps. Use a 
clean, flat, smooth brick or charcoal underneath your sheet. Keep the flame moving and 
experiment with position, angle and movement to learn control. 
  
For gold you will need to heat and pickle as well to create the different melting temperature shell 
but I think you will find your results are never as lovely as with reticulation silver. You can also 
reticulate brass with practice, and a friend of mine (Judith Speelman) does this with a mini-torch 
and leaves portions of the sheet smooth to better contrast with the textured areas. 
 
This brings me to my advice for obtaining reticulated gold surfaces: practice first with silver 
reticulation alloy, count on only some portions of the sheet being good, then when you do get a 
particularly lovely area or reticulation saw it out, rubber mold it, inject wax and then cast your 14k 
into that shape. You just got a repeatable component too by doing this.�
 
In A Pickle - by Paulette Moore 
 
On February 16, Dave Mac led several members through a class on beginning silversmithing. Each 
person created a setting for a cabochon which they had cut and polished. Before and after each 
silver soldering step, cleaning the piece in a pickling solution is required. Some of us found 
ourselves in a pickle as worked through the challenges of fitting the bezel to the stone, adding the 
backing plate, cutting away the excess, adding the bail, and cleaning and polishing the finished 
piece. Learning to handle the soldering torch sent some of us back to the beginning more than 
once. 
 
At the end of the class, most of us proudly went home with a beautifully set stone ready for a chain. 
Dave deserves an award for his time, patience, and encouragement as he kept this large class at 
various stages in the process from going too far awry. 
 
Sunshine News - by Mari Takai Manley 
 

·  Richard Lee continues to recover from his heart surgery nicely.  He is doing well with his 
rehabilitation therapy to strengthen his heart muscles.  He is driving now, but cannot lift 
much.  He is very diligent and works hard for his recovery.   
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·  Bob Franks is doing O.K., but still feels weak.  He has six more weekly monitoring visits to 
the hospital for blood tests.  He tries to keep himself busy with his computer for his 
environmental projects.  He and his wife Helen keep their attitude positive.    

  
·  Greg Dojlidko and Elmer Schafrik continue to respond to chemotherapy well.  Greg 

received a good result from his check-up.  We wish them both continued recovery.   
  

·  Grace Babak continues to recover nicely from her surgery.  She keeps her cheery 
outlook, and is surrounded by her caring families.   

  
·  Pete Sauricki will have an ICD Defibrillator implant on Good Friday at Cleveland Clinic.  It 

took 5 months to get him through all the steps required to make sure he was free from any 
infection.  He had an infected tooth so had to have his remaining teeth extracted, then there 
were problems with dentures, etc.  He and his wife Mickey are looking forward to 
participating in group activities again.   

  
·  Berrie Butrick continues to have some difficulty with her heart and lung.  We hope that she 

can find a medical doctor who can help her.   
  

·  Sandy Bandy continues to recover from her broken arm after a hard fall on the snowy 
ground.  She appreciated our card with everybody's signatures on it.  

  
“ BOBSERVATIONS”  - by Robt. Spore 
 
I’m polishing a piece of peridot I’d been faceting and it occurred to me; who figured out that peridot 
polished best with Linde A on tin-lead?  What led him to try that and how many other lap/media 
combinations had he tried before he hit upon the winner?  I decided to find out. 
 
So, I jumped into my WayBack-Machine (I got it from Mr. Peabody.  Gambling debt.  Old Peabody 
always tries to make that elusive inside straight and Sherman’s weekly allowance never covers his 
losses) and set the dials for Ancient Rome, 432 A.D.  Around tea time.  I exit the time machine to 
find a man in toga writing on a wax tablet. 
 

“Test LXXVI:  Well, the anchovy paste on the wheel of goat cheese was a total wash!  Next 
up: Clam sauce on Zwieback!”  
“Hi.  I see you’re trying to polish a piece of peridot.” 
“Who are you, oddly dressed stranger?” 
“Just call me Bob and these are ‘pants’.  Unless you’re a Marine and then they’re ‘trousers’.  
They’ll be a big hit one day.” 
“Well, Justcallmebob, I’m Flatus Maximus.” 
“That’s too bad.  You should try Beano.” 
“To polish stones?” 
“Err... no… for your… um… ahh…” 

— Several moments of confused silence — 
“Anyway… have you thought about getting away from hor d’oeuvres and maybe trying 
finely ground alumina on a surface of tin, mixed with lead?” 
“What are you?  An alchemist?” 
“No.  Catholic… retired.” 
“I’m not into fads, and besides, I have to leave!  Rome is being attacked by Goths!” 
“How do you know they’re Goths?” 
“Well, they’re all dressed in black and they’re thin and pale as if they’ve spent years in their 
parent’s basements.” 
“Yeah… we have them too.” 
“Then come with me!  We’ll lodge with my fleas in the hills! Err... flee to my lodge in the 
hills!” 

— Several more moments of confused silence — 
“Well, I’m off!” 
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“Couldn’t have said it better myself. 
 
So, maybe it was somebody else who figured it out.  Anyway, to those pioneers of polishing who 
did the ground work for us today, whoever you were, we all thank you, very much! 
 
Just A Quick Note From Me… - by Pat Powers 
 
Nothing to add.  Bye and see you next month! 
 

MWF Calendar of Events 

1:  WATERLOO, IA  BLACK HAWK GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW, Waterloo Center for the 
Arts, 225 Commercial St.  Contact David Malm, 1314 Carol Ct., Cedar Falls, IA  50613, (319) 266-6433. 

5-6:  COLUMBUS ROCK & MINDERAL SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW, Veteran Memorial, 300 W. Braod St., 
Columbus, OH  Sat. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

5-6:   Green Bay, Wisconsin.  The Neville Public Museum Geology Club is having a rock, gem, and 
mineral show at the Neville Public Museum, 210 Museum Place.  Sat. 9:00 - 5:00   Sun 10:00 - 4:00.   
 
5-6:  MARION, IL, Southern Illinois Earth Science Club 2008 Free Gem & Mineral Show, NEW 
LOCATION, Williamson County Pavilion, 1602 Sioux Dr., Marion, IL (Behind Illinois Centre Mall)  Sat. 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

12-13:  Des Plaines, IL  43rd Annual Show, Des Plaines Valley Geological Society, Des Plaines Park 
District Leisure Center, 2222 Birch St.  Sat 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  Jewelry, gem, fossil, rock 
and mineral dealers.  Live lapidary arts demonstrations, silent auction, educational exhibits, kids' room, raffles 
and door prizes.  Contact Lois Zima at (847) 298-4653 or Jeanine N. Mielecki, jaynine9@aol.com. 
  
12-13:  Midwest Faceters� Guild 2008 Gem, Jewelry & Mineral Show & Sale; Marshall Activity Center, 
15325 W. Michigan, Marshall, MI  Sat 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Faceting rough, cabing rough, 
loose gem stones, finished jewelry, wire wrapped jewelry, minerals, beads and more.  Learn to cut and polish 
a facet.  Contact Dave Root (616) 457-8209 or d-root@sbcglobal.net 
  
12-13:  FT. DODGE, IA  RIVER VALLEY ROCKHOUNDS ANNUAL SHOW, Opera House, Ft. Dodge Fort 
Museum, Bus Hwy 20 & Hwy 169.  Sat 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.  Contact Robert Wolf, 3521 10th 
Ave., Ft. Dodge, IA  50501, (515) 955-2818, midnightwriter@dodgenet.com     
  
18-19:  Mount Clemens Gem & Lapidary Society 31st Annual Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show  Roseville 
Recreation Department, 18185 Sycamore, Roseville, MI  48066  Fri. 9am-7pm,  Sat. 10am-7pm, Sun. 11 am-
5pm  Contact Jacquie Swain (313) 729-5960; Ron Rolfe (586) 726-1578 ymrolfe@comcast.net 
  
18-20:  DECATUR, IL, CENTRAL ILLINOIS GEM & MINERAL CLUB 56TH ANNUAL MINERAL GEM & 
JEWELRY SHOW, Lutheran High School, 2001 E. Mound Rd., Decatur, IL  Fri. 3 p.m. - 6 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m. - 6 
p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  Contact Tony Kapta (217) 233-1164; arwilliams@insightbb.com 
 
19-20: EAU CLAIRE, WI, Annual Show, Chippewa Valley Gem & Mineral Society, Eau Claire Expo Ctr, 
Lorch Ave off Hwy 93, Contact: Roger Goss, 922 Dover St, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729, (715) 723-019. 
  
19-20:  HOPKINS, MN  ANOKA COUNTY GEM & MINERAL CLUB SPRING SHOW, Eisenhower Community 
Center, 1001 Hwy 7.  Contact Martha Miss, 8445 Grange Blvd., Cottage Grove, MN  55016, (651) 459-0343,     
  
26:  BLOSSOMLAND GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY, SWAP �N SELL, ROCKS, MINERALS, FOSSILS, ST. 
JOSEPH, MI:   St. Joseph/Lincoln Senior Center, 3271 Lincoln Ave., St. Joseph, MI; 10 a.m.- 4 p.m., Free  
 
26-27:  CUYAHOGA FALLS, OH  AKRON MINERAL SOCIETY & LAPIDARY CLUB SEMI-ANNUAL SHOW, 
Emidio &Sons Expo Ctr., 48 E. Bath Rd.  Contact Warren Salchak, 242 Monroe Ave., Cuyahoga Falls, OH  
44221, (330) 929-3789 
 
26-27:  Troy, OH.  Brukner Gem AND Mineral Club 25th annual Gem, Mineral, Fossil, & Jewelry Show, 
Miami County Fairgrounds, County Road 25-A.   Sat./ Sun. 10-6, Sun. 10-5.  Adults $1, children free.  


